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4 Art Gallery Shows to See Right
Now

“Threads,” a group show of textile art; Peter Sacks’s imposing
“Republic”; Kazuko Miyamota's sculptures; and “K as in
Knight'explores ambiguity.

Kazuko Miyamoto

Through March 9. Zircher Gallery, 33 Bleecker Street, Manhattan. 212-777-07390;
ealeriezurcher.com.

Installation view of “Kazuko Miyamoto in Sol LeWiit's Collection,” curated by Barbara Stehle, at Ziircher
Gallery. Ziircher Gallery, New York/Paris

The artist Kazuko Miyamoto began her career as a Minimalist. In
the 1970s, she made spare abstract paintings and geometric,
modular sculptures before shifting to a series called “String
Constructions,” which consisted of taut lines of string stretched
between nails in the wall and on the floor. They were solid but
ethereal, drawings in space that seemed to shift as you moved
around them.

Then, in 1983, Miyamoto had a solo show at A.L.R. Gallery in New
York that looked entirely different. The sculptures were made from
twigs and twisted brown paper, and many took recognizable forms,
like handmade ladders and two big nests placed at opposite ends of
the room. She maintained material simplicity but channeled it into
oversized, pointedly handmade objects that evoked people
carrying out rituals or at play. She used many of them as costume
pieces or props in performances. The exhibition represented a
turning point, when she ditched the strictures of Minimalism and
embraced a bodily presence that had already been lurking in her
art.

The artist Sol LeWitt, who was both her friend and employer,
bought many of those sculptures, which have been mostly in
storage until now. On view in “Kazuko Miyamoto in Sol LeWitt’s
Collection,” they haven't lost their power: They remain animated
and bewitching in their simplicity. The curator, Barbara Stehle, has
rounded out the presentation with several string pieces, which
show where Miyamoto was coming from, and a selection of work
about kimonos, which demonstrate where she was going. [t'sa
compelling mini-survey of an artist who deserves a more
expansive look.
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